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* Adults can differentiate speech and song across
cultures, but a significant effect of culture
suggests that participants are worse at
categorizing speech and song in some cultures.

* Above chance performance for all cultures
supports the notion of universal features for
speech and song across cultures.

 Music and language are universally
present across different cultures and
vary in their forms?

* Although adults and children can
distinguish between speech and song
from their own culture?, can they
differentiate speech and song across
cultures?

 We investigated how adults
differentiate speech and song from 17

* A two —factor repeated measures ANOVA revealed a significant main effect of culture on
accuracy rating (p<0.05) and no significant main effect of modality on accuracy rating
(p=0.903).

* A significant interaction between modality and culture, illustrated that some cultures had
different patterns of accuracy for speech and song (see Hadza, Luo, Enga, and Yoruba)
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Figure 1: Accuracy for speech song stimuli across 17 different cultures. forming categories for speech and song.

Stimuli Accuracy very high (ceiling) for speech and song for majority of languages

e 170 audio clips, 10 clips (5 speech and 5
song samples) from 17 different
languages

* All audio clips were between 1-14

Mean Accuracy of Speech and Song Categorization Across Cultures
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Figure 2: Mean accuracy of speech and song stimuli across 17 different cultures

differentiate speech from song across cultures.
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