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INTRODUCTION
Backgrounds

o Anecdotal evidence suggests that visual appearance on a stage
is as important as sound performance to get positive ratings
from judges in Japanese brass band competitions.

o Although over 14,000 brass bands exist in Japan, there are little
scientific studies on brass band performance.

Aims

v To examine if the “Sight-over-sound” exists in the judgement
of brass ensemble copetitions in Japan.

v To examine if the “Sight-over-sound” effect is dependent on
the musical experience of participants.

PREVIOUS STUDIES

Most people consider auditory information to be more
important than visual appearance in judging a music
competition [1].
On the contrary, previous studies revealed that the visual
information was more important than the auditory information
[1,2].
This “Sight-over-sound” effect has been reported to be
reproducible, however, the generalizability of the effect to other
stimuli and genres is debated [3,4].
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METHODS
Participants

o Brass-ensemble Musician (n = 154) :
Subjects with experience playing in a brass band.

o Non Brass-ensemble Musician (n = 79) :
Subjects with musical experience but with no experience
playing in a brass band.

o Non Musician (n = 52) :
Subjects with no previous musical experience.

Experimental Stimuli

We used the video recordings at the final qualyfing round of a
regional brass band competition for the high-school students in
Japan.

All of the songs used in this experiment were assigned pieces for
the competition, and were selected and designated by the All
Japan Band Association.

As in the previous studies, we excerpted a part of the song and
made a short 6-second movie to use in the experiment.

Participants were assigned randomly either of the 1) Audio-only,
2) Visual-only, or 3) Audiovisual consitions.

All experiments were conducted using an online questionnaire
platform (Qualtrics).
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Experimental Procedure

Participants were first asked to complete a questionnaire about
their current musical experiences and a survey about their
subjective impression of the importance of visual and auditory
information in judging brass band competitions (Experiment 1).
Participants then conducted 10-question experiment to predict
the actual judging results (Experiment 2).
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SUMMARY

v Participants self-reported that auditory information is more
important than visual appearance in juding a brass band

competition.

v Contrary to the self-report, our study found a significant

“Sight-over-sound” effect in the judgement of brass ensemble

competition in Japan.

v However, the “Sight-over-sound” effect was dependent on the

musical experience of participants.




